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Nikuhitsu Ukiyo-e of Beautiful Women by Yoshihara Shinryu
— Consideration of Biography and Analysis of his Painting Style —

Shinsaku Munakata

In this report take up the Yoshihara Shinryu (1804 —56) who specialize in Nikuhitsu (hand-painting)
ukiyo-e of beautiful women. Shinryu was born in Nishihata village, Kunisaki district, Bungo province. In
the late Edo period, Shinryu was active at Kyoto but he went back to his birthplace late in life. Therefore
there are many his artworks in Oita prefecture even now. Oita Prefectural Art Museum collect seventeen
Shinryu’s artworks include deposit.

Shinryu is considered a faithful successor of Mihata Joryu who was active in Kyoto, Tenpo period (1831
—45) . However, until now no one has discuss the detail of Shinryu's root, characteristics, changing of his
painting style and so on.

Joryu and Shinryu seem like gained popularity to a certain degree in Kyoto those times. And their
paintings influenced Uemura Shoen (1857 —1949) who was Kyoto art world master of Bijin-ga, painting of
beautiful women. On forming the keynote of Bijin-ga painting at Kyoto flowing from the Edo period to the
modern era, it can be said that the Shinryu's artwork played its important role.

This paper consider Shinryu’s biography and introducing new findings about his root, then discuss his

painting style mainly from Oita Prefectural Art Museum collection.
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“Mother and Child” (2)

Manami Kajiwara

As a continuation of the previous article, this one focuses on Chagall's painting, “Mother and Child”,
considering who is symbolized by the image of the mother and child and what message Chagall was trying
to convey with his painting.

From 1930 - 35, Chagall wrote the poem “My Mother”, and in 1968 printed it with illustrations. The
text shows the image of a mother, which symbolizes Chagall's mother and his hometown Vitebsk, that
he is not allowed to return to. The image of the child expresses Chagall himself. The subject of the poem
centers on his love for his mother and his hometown.

“Mother and Child” has possibility to express the same subject as “My Mother” because the interval
between the poem and the painting is only four years and the composition resembles the illustration for “My
Mother”.
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Kumiko Kurachi and her artworks

From Toshioka Collection

Noe Kito

This paper surveys the artworks by Japanese female artists Kumiko Kurachi. The works in the
paper are included in the group of artworks donated in 2013 by Mr. Nobuo Toshioka, who was a leading
contemporary art collector in Osaka. From December 8, 2019 to January 20, 2020, Oita Prefectural Art
Museum had an exhibition of his collection, “Treasure Box of Contemporary Art: OPAM Toshioka
Collection.” Within this show, I displayed two works by Kumiko Kurachi. In this paper, I picked up three
works amongst four works in Toshioka collection.

Kumiko Kurachi was born in Osaka. She graduated from Faculty of Fine Arts, Kyoto City University
of Arts. She started her minimalistic style around the middle of 1990s. In 1998, she had a residence in
The Chinati Foundation in Marfa, Texas. In 2000, she went to Dusseldorf as Overseas Study program by
Agency for Cultural Affairs. Since then, she has lived and worked in Dusseldorf and organized solo and
group shows.

In this paper, I delved into Kurachi’s long text titled, “White Square in Beginning,”~ which she wrote
earlier in her career. In this text, the artist narrates her background, philosophy in art making, and
thought on installation. Referring to this, I consider two early works in particular. I also compare her art
with American minimalism and German art, then explain the third work in recent years.

I would like to propose this paper as a case to look into the work and the career of the artist like
Kurachi who is not so well known and whose information is scarce. With the secondary resources Mr.
Toshioka used to own and donated to the museum, I would like to continue to research the contemporary

artists who are still uncovered.
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