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The truth and true value of Taisuke Abe,

Creative Social Experimenter

Hisashi Utsunomiya

Taisuke Abe (1974-) creates his works in various ways.

— Using sewing machines and fabrics, he creates three-dimensional objects (hereafter, "soft toy")
from drawings made by participants, which are then displayed and multiplied during the
exhibition period.

— An exhibition that uses the museum's collection as the subject matter and exhibits the works as
well as the "soft toy" made with sewing machines and fabrics to make the exhibition.

However, the meaning of his work is not to create a soft toy, but to incorporate participants and
viewers as part of the work through unique mechanisms and mechanisms, giving them a way to see, feel,
and point of view. It brings new awareness, discoveries, surprises, etc., such as how to hold things and
how to perceive things. Furthermore, it sometimes causes movements, situations, and events that even
the artist himself could not have anticipated. In other words, it has the properties of a kind of "device" or
"Intermediary".

So why is he doing this? About his own actions and interests, he says:

It doesn't matter if what I'm doing is art or not. Doubt the current reality in front of us. I am
interested in what will happen when I and my activities are involved, and I am trying to see it through.

He does not have much interest in having his activities organized and defined primarily from
academic perspectives such as art history and art theory. What is produced, changed and revealed by his
involvement, in other words, what is the nature of people and society?, to put it another way, he works
with participants and viewers to witness and ascertain what is at the heart of society and humanity.

His works are "things that use creative devices to engage with people and society, question and show
the truth of the world", and can be called a "creative activator".

In this essay, I will trace the question, "What is a 'creative activator' and who is Taisuke Abe, who

created it?" and think about the appeal of art and its impact on the art world and society.
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Mika Aoki, the development of [Hands on Works]

and its possibilitiesu

Toshiki Enomoto,

In June 2022, Mika Aoki, who created works using glass as a material, passed away. It is a great
pity that such a young and talented artist passed away so early. At the Oita Prefectural Art Museum’
s Education Promotion Office, Ms. Aoki's works are used as teaching materials [Hands on Works], and
various lectures and outreach programs are held to allow a wide range of people, from children to adults,
to actually experience them. In this article, I will talk about the works of Ms. Aoki's expressive activities,
starting with the words of workshops and lectures held at the museum. In addition, we consider the
possibility and development of [Hands on Works] in the workshop from the workshop of Ms. Aoki's work.

As a result of reconfirming that art is the heart itself that feels beautiful things are beautiful, we
decided to create a teaching material box made from the charm that the whole prefecture can be said to
be an art museum and a museum. In addition, [Hands on Works], developed from the teaching material
box "Materials and Techniques', was created as a work that can be carried around for outreach activities
and to fulfill the desire to touch the work.

While I was conceiving teaching materials to "touch and touch" as [Hands on Works], I saw Ms. Aoki's
solo exhibition "The Forest That Leads To You" at the Pola Museum Annex (Ginza, Tokyo). The series of
works was an expression that fused images and motifs, materials and techniques in production. There are
various forms, such as the solid shape of life and delicate works that seem to break when touched, and the
clear image is expressed as a subtle shape in each work. The images, motifs, and materials of Ms. Aoki's
works give the many viewers who come across them a feeling of tickling deep within their bodies, and
inspire a desire to touch them. It was exactly "materials and forms that make you want to touch". It also
has the point of "portable size for outreach". In addition, Ms. Aoki's works can feel various kinds of tactile
sensations.

In addition to producing teaching materials, I asked Ms. Aoki to use her stay in Iceland to conduct
a workshop and lecture "Seven Stories about Plants" via Skype, including a report on the site (March
2018). Furthermore, in the interdisciplinary workshop and lecture “Michichi, Michichi: Scientists and
Expressionists,” we asked Mr. Tsuyoshi Hosoya, who specializes in mycology at the National Museum of
Nature and Science, to hold a dialogue (December 2021). After that, Mr. Hosoya wanted to elucidate, from
a scientific point of view, the fungi used in the ritual "rice fortune-telling" held at Ohara Hachiman Shrine
in Hita City, Oita Prefecture. However, she became ill and never returned.

Looking at the expressions on the faces of the people who have encountered Ms. Aoki's work at
many workshops, including outreach, you can tell that he is completely fascinated by his work. This facial
expression and gaze is exactly what the museum's education and dissemination activities seek to stimulate
curiosity and acquire an active gaze by stimulating the body and sensibility. In the future, I would like to
continue to visit various areas of the prefecture with Ms. Aoki's works and the ever-increasing number of
[Hands on Works]. In order to pass on to the next generation, the artist Mika Aoki's lifelong theme of '"life

and connection", I would like to continue to connect it to people who come across her work.



Collection Introduction
Tanomura Chikuden "Landscape of Stormy Crossing"

-Its Background of Establishment and Characteristics

Shinsaku Munakata

The early modern art collection hold by Oita Prefectural Art Museum focuses on paintings by various
painters who were based in Buzen and Bungo Province (Old name of Oita Prefecture), as well as a wide
range of works by artists who were active in central areas such as Kyoto, Osaka and Edo.

Among them, the paintings and materials of Tanomura Chikuden, which has many representative
works, form the core of the museum's early modern art collection. This is the "Kataoka Tatsuichi (FyFJ&ii)
Collection" collected by Mr. Kataoka Tatsuichi (1909-1983) and donated to the museum (Oita prefecture) in
2015.

Tanomura Chikuden (1777-1835) was born in the Bungo oka domain and frequently traveled to
cultural centers such as Kyoto, Osaka and Nagasaki. Through close friendships with the literary figures of
the advanced regions, he acquired a first-class artistic education of the time, and created the art of poetry,
calligraphy, and painting, full of dignity and intelligence and rich in spirituality. He is an established “Nan-ga
painter (F§%)" (literature painter X AM%) representing the late Edo period.

In this essay, I take up {JEW % & X Landscape of Stormy Crossing) (Kataoka Tatsuichi Collection,
Fig. 11), which was painted in Nagasaki in 1827, Chikuden was 51 years old. At that time, Chikuden falled
into a drawing slump, but overcame it and drew this work. " ()& %X Landscape of Stormy Crossing)"
is a work that was born out of a friendship with Nagasaki's literary figures, and it is a work that shows
the deep and kind consideration in drawing. This work is considered to an important work that heralds
the flowering of Chikuden's art in his later years, and I attempt to examine in detail the background and

stylistic characteristics of this work.
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Masunobu Yoshimura and Japan World Exposition 1970

—contribution to Pavilion Taxtiles and Festival Plaza

Noe Kito

Masunobu Yoshimura (1932-2011) was born in Oita and became a multi-disciplinary avant-garde artist
who did painting, sculpture, performance and installation. Graduating from Musashino Art University, he
participated Yomiuri Independents from 1952 to 1962. In 1960, he organized the group called “Neo Dadaism
Organizers” with Genpei Akasegawa, Sho Kazakura, Ushio Shinohara and other artists. Yoshimura asked
an Oita-born architect Arata Isozaki to plan his house, which became the legendary place called “White
House” where the member of the group gathered.

After the radical activities and production of substantial artworks, Yoshimura joined Japan World
Exposition 1970. He was one of the cutting-edge artists who participated in the Expo and he contributed
to numerous pavilions. In this paper, firstly I would like to introduce each pavilion and project that he
was involved in and what he had done. Secondly, I focus on Pavilion Textiles and Festival Plaza and think
about Yoshimura's purpose behind the installation as it is seen in archive materials. The former was a
great success for Yoshimura. On the other hand, the latter turned out to be a regretful event due to the

controversial situation.

List below is the detail of Yoshimura's contribution in the Expo.
- Pavilion Textiles
Outdoor installation, Lobby, Interior, Colorful World and White World
- Furukawa Pavilion
Lobby installation (artwork; “Light on Moebius Triangle”)
- Japan Pavilion
Lobby installation in second building
- Pepsi Pavilion
plan for the performance program (unrealized)
- Festival Plaza
Night event
- Expo Museum

Exhibiting artwork, Outdoor project “Home My Home”
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Fumio Asakura “Grave Keeper” 1910

Manami Kajiwara

Summery

The renowned sculptor ASAKURA Fumio admired perspective on nature in 7ao Te Ching. From
the essence he set up his aesthetics. Eternal art is representation of the beauty of nature. Artist must
have virtues of naturalness. Artwork must be part of nature. Ideal Art depicts the nature as it is. This
Naturalisme kept “Grave Keeper” away from imitating Tolstoy's portrait. Actual characteristics of the

model was expressed.
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Collection Introduction
Shokado Shojo “Budai”

Kana Shibasaki

Shokado Shojo (1584-1639) was a monk of the early Edo period, known for his calligraphy and
paintings. This article introduces Shokado Shojo's work entitled “Budai”.

This work was painted by Shojo and written inscription by Kogetsu Sogan (1574-1643) , who served
as the chief priest of Daitoku-ji and other temples. In this work, Budai is seated on a boat looking up at the
inscription. The shading of the ink is used effectively to show the face and the wrinkles in the clothes.

This work has some of the well-known characteristics of Shojo's works. This is because Shojo and
Sogan were close friends and left many works together, and Shojo's humorous Budai was popular at the
time. However, the fact that this is a representative example of his work makes it difficult to estimate the

date of production.
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