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About Shinseiki-gun (New Century Group)

Curator, Noe Kito

This essay summarizes the background of the group called Shinseiki-gun (New Century Group) that
was established in Oita City in 1951. Until now, lesser is known about this group so I aimed to delve into
the details as much as possible. Beginning from the short history of the place where the group member
met, Kimura-ya, this essay overviews how architect Arata Isozaki, artist Masunobu Yoshimura, Genpei
Akasegawa, and others who would later participate in the avant-garde group called Neo Dadaism
Organizers met in Oita and formed a movement. I have researched their exhibition, publication, and the
other events such as lecture. The purpose of this article is to trace the vein of art and culture that once
flourished in Oita, shed new light on the Shinseiki-gun, and clarify one aspect of the group’s artistic

endeavor.



Wasaburo Itozono's sketchbook included in “Black Dove,” 1973.

Senior Chief Curator, Ikeda Takayo

Wasaburo Itozono was born in Nakatsu city, Oita prefecture. Due to his childhood illness, he dropped
out from school and began studying oil painting at the Maeda Kanji Realism Institute from the age of 16.
In the early Showa period, he continued to exhibit at the Independent Art Association Exhibition, and also
exhibited surrealism work at group exhibitions such as the Shigikai, Kazarie, and the Souki Art Association
Exhibition to attract attention. He also participated in the establishment of the Art and Culture Association
in 1939. In 1943, he joined the Rookie Painting Association along with Shunsuke Matsumoto, Aimitsu and
several others in response to a call from Chouzaburou Inoue to keep conscience as a painter during
wartime, when freedom of expression was suppressed. After the war, he continued to exhibit at the Free
Artist Association Exhibition, and was highly acclaimed for his works on postwar society and the Vietnam
War at domestic and international exhibitions. He was also active in Japan's Western-style painting
community. While teaching at the Japan University, he worked hard to nurture younger generations, and
in 1964 he left the Free Art Association to become an independent artist. Afterwards, he focused on group
exhibitions with friends and students from the Rookie Painting Association and gained widespread

popularity by portraying the anxieties and loneliness of modern people through poetry.

In this introduction to the materials on display at the exhibition commemorating the 110th anniversary
of Ttoen’s birth, a sketchbook written by Itoen between January and March 1973, which is extremely rare,
is presented.

Most of them are records of his daily life, but some of them are rare records of the background of his
works, which provide a glimpse of the drawings that became the images of his representative works. Since
the book is in booklet form, it is physically impossible to show only a single page of the book in a regular
exhibition. Please note that other descriptions are omitted because they contain personal names and the
contents are about Itozono’s private life.

Although this is only an introduction to the material, we would like to reexamine this material and the

series of works on the subject of the Vietnam War in the context of the social situation of the time.



Collection Introduction

Tanomura Chikuden “Flower Pot with Plum Branchs”

Kana Shibasaki

Tanomura Chikuden (1777-1835) was a Confucian scholar and literati painter from the Bungo Oka
domain. He traveled to Edo, Kyoto, Osaka, Nagasaki, and other countries, interacting with literary figures,
patrons, and others in each region. This article introduces Chikuden’s work “Flower Pot with Plum
Branchs”

In January 1833, when the work was painted, Chikuden was on his way to Kyoto and was staying in
Shimonoseki. There, Chikuden purchased a landscape painting by Shabun (painter of muromachi period)
and a blue vase. He hung the scroll and arranged plum blossoms in the vase to enjoy the New Year.

This work is a painting depicting the vase with plum blossoms and a poem. This work is in the
museum collection along with the painting attributed to Shdbun and the vase. The poem depicts the New
Year's decoration, as well as Chikuden's belief that he was not obsessed with wealth, and his feelings about

welcoming the New Year in other places, as he traveled frequently.



Tanomura Chikuden’s devotion to poetics during his youth

Shinsaku Munakata

The Tanomura family was a family that had served the Oka clan in the medical profession for
generations since the second generation, Kytuan, was employed by Hisamori, the fourth generation of the
Nakagawa family (reigned from 1612 to 1653), as an court physician. Chikuden's older brother, Shusuke,
who was seven years older than him, was ill and was ordered to major in academics instead of continuing
his medical practice, but he died at the young age of 25 in 1794. After that, Chikuden became the heir and
was supposed to take over the medical practice, but Chikuden was also recognized for his physical
weakness and academic talent, and in 1798, at the age of 22, He was ordered by the feudal lord to attend
the clan school, Yugakukan, and major in academics.

As a young man, Tanomura Chikuden is devoted to poetry. His first trip to Kyoto in 1805, was for his
eyes to be treated. Knowing that he was in danger of losing his eyesight, Chikuden wanted to study
poetry as soon as possible and become a full-fledged artist. Letters from the time contain detailed
information about valuable books and fear of losing his eyesight and not being able to read books. In
addition, Chikuden’s letters from that time include a request to borrow money from the domain for the
purchase of books. The letter says that he want to accomplished this even though he was bankrupt, and
you can see the passion of the young Chikuden. He says that wants to stop studying Confucianism and
only wants to study poetry. Was this a realistic hope considering the social situation at the time? This is
because Chikuden was a Confucian who served the Oka clan. I will discuss this point in the next issue

based on trends in the poetic circles at the time.



OPAM teaching material box

Its origin and development

Oita Prefectural Art Museum, Curatorial Planning Division, Education Promotion Office,

Toshiki Enomoto

As one of the activities to spread education at Oita Prefectural Art Museum, I hope there is something
that will spark the curiosity of visitors. The idea was to create a teaching material box that focuses on
familiar objects, everyday life, and the prefecture’s nature, climate, environment, history, and culture. With
the cooperation of many people, I began production based on fieldwork I had done since my days in the
opening preparation room. This article will explain the purpose and origin of the OPAM teaching materials
box, as well as the four boxes “Stone Box - Minerals to Pigments”, “Plant & Medicine Box”, “CC Box
(calcium carbonate / calcium carbonate)”, and “Materials & Techniques Box”. We will introduce an
overview of the system and consider its use.

The teaching material box introduced here is currently being used in as many courses as possible.
There will also be a special exhibit related to teaching materials boxes, allowing visitors to see the
teaching materials up close. We are also developing portable teaching materials boxes for outreach and
lending to schools, as well as tactile works called [Hands on Works]. In the future, with an eye on
outreach and lending, we will not forget to improve the hardware, such as making it lighter and more
compact to carry, as well as enrich the content. Based on the fieldwork of education extension staff,
experts and I would like to continue making it together with many people, including supporters and

workshop participants.



clothing on. A young child without knowledge and experience is the uncontrolled universe itself, and
therefore full of energy. They are always living in ‘the moment. We have made them the basis of our own
work, with their preciousness, fragility and longing. For us, drawing and creating children is nothing less
than creating the universe.

‘Hall’.

The word ‘hall’ means a container. A cathedral if it enshrines a God. A temple if it enshrines a Buddha.
Many bookshops, drugstores and confectionery shops all have the hall as their signboard. Hall is a vast
word that transcends people, meaning, thought and religion to embrace all things. And we always want to
be like that. We want to be honest and accept complex things as they are complex, without judgement
and without deflection. Value concepts constantly shift and change with the times, so what you see today
is not necessarily what you will see tomorrow. If so, we would like to doubt everything, believe everything,
and swallow them all in a jumble. A stomach like a huge, strong hall that dissolves all contradictions,
conflicts and discrimination, and lets in all things. The sludgy chaos that has accumulated and mixed

within it. To give birth to this chaos through our own bodies is our idea of art and the only truth.
In this essay, I will trace their masterpieces and unravel the appeal and creative uniqueness of their

works, which reflect the true essence of the universe and the true nature of all living things - let’s call

them ‘Art Hole - while also considering their impact on the art and art world and society.



THE CABIN COMPANY
Art unit that continues to swallow the universe whole and

express it from Oita

Chief of Curatorial Division,

Hisashi Utsunomiya

THE CABIN COMPANY formed a unit in 2009, made its debut as a picture book author in 2014 with
the book ‘Daiouika no Ikataro’ (Suzuki Publishing), and has published 40 picture books over the past nine
years, with an average rate of four to five books per year, one after another. In parallel, they has also been
commissioned by companies, dancers/choreographers and singers to plan events, stage art and live tour
pamphlets, as well as organising exhibitions at museums and galleries.

Retro tastes that evoke a sense of nostalgia, yet pop, with a sense of surprise and excitement felt
every time the pages are turned. THE CABIN COMPANY continues to present picture books and three-
dimensional objects with a unique world view. Are they trying to invite viewers, from children to adults,
into a world of exciting picture stories and fantasy? Many of their fans must surely feel so.

However, what attracts many fans is that behind the seemingly cute characters, nostalgic landscapes,
and exciting storylines, there is an ugly truth behind everything in this world, including the universe and
all living things. Beauty, good and evil, reason and madness, everything from what is internal and external
to what is hidden, is skillfully set up to reveal everything as it is without concealing it, and whether or not
the viewer is aware of it is a matter of skill. Regardless, the location and way of touching may differ
depending on the person, but I think it is about touching the heart of the viewer and causing a natural
internal reaction.

The following message, which will be written at the beginning of their first major retrospective
exhibition, “THE CABIN COMPANY Picture Book Art Exhibition “Children and Hall's Hymn”, which will
be held from July 2024 to April 2025 at four museums (Hiratsuka City Museum of Art, Ashikaga City
Museum of Art, Chiba City Museum of Art and Oita Prefectural Museum of Art), shows that their wish is

connected with this.

Full of primal forces, dissolving all values, it is orderless, abrupt, beautiful, terrifying, funny, mysterious
and mystical, a heartfelt song that is like a river of such things flowing violently, I wanted to somehow
give form to it.

‘Child’

I love the moment when I am made to forget all the thoughts that have been buried in my head until
now and am drawn in, thinking, “What is this?” The starry moonlit night that looked like a dusting of
silver dust at the Boys Nature House. The orange and blue horizon that followed the Colorado Plateau. It
comes from time to time when watching the things of the universe created by God. What we want to
create is the very ‘moment’. But how can we, as tiny human beings, express an energy equal to that of the
God-born universe? We think about such things round and round in my brain. Then one day, we had a
revelation. We watched a child slide down a slide for hours without getting bored and watched the river

flow. The moment my daughter was born, we saw a volcanic eruption as she cried out without a stitch of
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