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“Idea, thoughts, philosophy, reasons, meanings, even the humanity of the
artists, do not enter into my work at all. There is only the art itself. That is
all.” - Statement by Tadaaki Kuwayama.

Lawrence Alloway. 1966. Systemic Painting. New York : Solomon R.
Guggenheim Foundation. p.24

R ! Art in America. August 1964. p.100

Ad Reinhardt. Twelve Rules for New Academy. Art News 56 no.3 May 1957
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Michio Hayashi. 2014. Poetics of radical neutrality -the work of Tadaaki
Kuwayama. Tadaaki Kuwayama: In Pursuit of Lucidity. Edition Axel Menges.
p9

IPER I R IFERQEE  Tadaaki Kuwayama New Paintings. April 4-28,
1988. Catalogue Akira Ikeda Gallery No.114.
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Collection Introduction 3

The works by Tadaaki Kuwayama, from Toshioka Collection

Noe Kito

Toshioka collection is acquisition from the private collector, Nobuo Toshioka, who had specialized in
collecting contemporary art. He donated the sums of the artworks and secondary sources in 2013 to Oita
prefecture. I picked up two works, “Untitled (TK2236-1/2-71)" and “Untitled (TK1524-‘87)" by Tadaaki
Kuwayama, out of this superb collection. Tadaaki Kuwayama is living and working in New York City, and
since early 60’s he has been receiving international appraisal by his minimal style artworks. In “Untitled
(TK2236-1/2-71)", we see his signature style of early period. On the other hand, “Untitled (TK1524-
‘87)” is his middle career work of painterly style, unlike his iconic minimal style, and intrigues us with its
mysterious quality. In my writing, with the overview of his entire career, I would like to focus on the latter

by citing exhibition catalogue at that time and the criticism.
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Collection Introduction 2

Fukuda Heihachiro “Shark Fins and Red Snapper” 1954

Kotaro Yoshida

Fukuda Heihachiro (1892—1974) is a renowned painter who specialized in Japanese painting mainly in
the earlier half of the Showa period. He was born in Oita, and lived and worked in Kyoto. In my writing I will
introduce his work titled “Shark Fins and Red Snapper.” Fukuda Heihachiro often depicted the rare items
that other artists hardly picked up. In this painting, the sea foods which he found in the local food fare in the
department store, are depicted in such a way that the painting reaches to the point of abstraction, as he was
intrigued by its modern shape and color. Although the artist himself proclaimed that he was not the abstract

painter, his challenging style opened up the new vision in Japanese painting.
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Collection Introduction 1

Shono Shounsai
“Basket with Eight Ridges, Kushime-Ami (Weave)” 1940

Naoko Tomonaga

Shono Shounsai (1904 —1974), the first in the field of bamboo crafts to be honored as a holder of an
Important Intangible Cultural Asset in bamboo work, is considered as one of the exemplary artists of

bamboo crafts.

In 1923, Shounsai began to study with renowned artist Chikuyusai in Beppu, where bamboo work
was flourishing. He had an apprenticeship there for two years and was independent afterwards. After
becoming independent, he primarily produced high quality flower baskets called “literati baskets”
(bunjin kago). Starting from around 1937, Shounsai aimed to be selected in the Bunten art exhibition, the
predecessor of the Nitten art exhibition. In 1940, his art, “Basket with Eight Ridges,” was chosen for the
first time at the art exhibition of the 2600th Anniversary of the Founding of Japan.

His first selected entry was a work that did not weave strips of bamboo together but braided them
side by side instead. Shounsai adopted a method of bamboo weaving in this work that took the name of
“kushime.” A clear distinction can be made between this work and works made with traditional bamboo
weaving techniques that used existing Chinese basketwork as an example. Kushime weaving tinged
classical profundity with a novel sense of design. Shounsai used the beautiful lumber from a soot-colored
bamboo turned dark brown with over a hundred years of age as a material, and its beauty was an

essential element of the work.
“Basket with Eight Ridges, Kushime-Ami (Weave)” is a groundbreaking work that displays the

diversion in Shounsai’'s work from high quality baskets in Beppu bamboo work to creative pieces of

bamboo craft. The background that led to that divergence will be included in my writing.



A Study of Utagawa Toyoharu (1)

— Regarding His Characteristics as an Artist and His Sphere of Friends

Shinsaku Munakata

Ukiyo-e artist Utagawa Toyoharu (1735—1814) is known as the founder of the Utagawa school, the
greatest ukiyo-e school in history. The artists which the school brought into the world include Toyokuni
Utagawa, a first generation pupil, Toyohiro, a painter endowed with tremendous ability, Kuniyoshi and
Kunisada, and Hiroshige. The world of ukiyo-e in the subsequent 19th century was primarily occupied by
painters from the Utagawa school. Thus, Toyoharu, the subject of this report, is known as the single most
important ukiyo-e artist for being the originator of the Utagawa school, the school that created the basis

for the prosperity of ukiyo-e.

However, many mysteries still remain surrounding Toyoharu’s birthplace, his mentors, and his
activities as a painter within the world of ukiyo-e. It can be confirmed from his existing artwork that
he became active as an ukiyo-e painter in the third year of the Meiwa era (1767) in Edo. Though there
are still many points of obscurity surrounding his background details, upon closer investigation, what
was once unknown starts to become a little more clear, and it may now be possible to have a more three
dimensional grasp of Toyoharu’s paintings. Reflections will be made surrounding Toyoharu’s uki-e works
from the first half of his painting history, his hand drawn paintings of beautiful women from the second
half of his painting history, the many cultural networks in which Toyoharu put himself, and relations
within his sphere of friends while focusing on whether or not Toyoharu was developing his activities as an

ukiyo-e artist.

_46_



Materials Related to Tanomura Chikuden

in the Tatsuichi Kataoka Collection (D

Michio Koga

The “Tatsuichi Kataoka Collection” is part of the collection built over a lifetime by Tatsuichi Kataoka
(1909 -1983), a businessman active primarily in the coal mining industry in Ube City, Yamaguchi
Prefecture. All 138 works in the collection were gathered in the Oita Prefectural Art Museum in the 2015
fiscal year and are now on display. This collection of Japanese paintings focuses on the paintings and
writings of Tanomura Chikuden and of other painters and writers. The collection is replete with well-

known artists spanning from the Heian period (794 —1185) to the Showa period (1926 —1988).

Tatsuichi Kataoka displayed a particularly strong interest in the painter of Edo period, Tanomura
Chikuden (1777 — 1835), and gathered up Tanomura’'s works, from those works designated as Important
Cultural Properties, to the most minute of materials, to create a valuable collection. Amongst them, there
are artworks that have been introduced before in a large number of painting anthologies and theses.
However, a variety of resources that are fundamental to the study of Chikuden have not really been

introduced until now. five pieces from those resources. In my thesis, I will introduce.
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