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Chagall “Mother and Child”

Manami Kajiwara
Chagall “Mother and Child”
Manami Kajiwara

This report looks at the history, production year and background behind the work “Mother and Child”
by Marc Chagall (1887 —1985) . It also raises questions regarding the content of his artwork.

This piece of art has passed through Galerie Maeght, Wolpe Gallery, Galerie Nichido and Nankai
Hospital, and is currently owned by the Oita Prefectural Art Museum. An attached label indicated that the
painting was produced in 1973, which is further supported from other relatively similar work having been
produced in the 1970s.

In June of 1973, Chagall visited the Soviet Union. Several decades after fleeing the country in 1922, this
was his first opportunity to return to his motherland. He did not return to Vitebsk, the town which he had
drawn over and over again. This was because it was too hard seeing all of the destruction caused by the
Nazis. The image of Vitebsk that he drew in “Mother and Child” is of a place that does not exist in the real

world, but is simply an imaginary second home.

The problem that arises with this piece is that it is unclear who the woman and child in the center
of the image represent. Also, the ground at vitebsk that is usually drawn flat, in this image is drawn
on a slant. The cross that is expected to be on the church is omitted, and the Torah in the closed state
that should be of importance to Jewish people, is drawn very faintly. After careful exploration of these
questions, my next report will look into what exactly Chagall had intended to depict through his artwork

“Mother and Child”, explained from his unique Jewish mystical and Pietistic view of the world.



Murai Masanari — Pictures without shadows, pictures within shadows —

Three pieces of work from the Oita Prefectural Art Museum collection

Noe Kito

This report looks at Murai Masanari's three pieces of work held at the Oita Prefectural Art Museum,
specifically focusing on his change of style between his formative (30s —40s) and mature (50s —60s) years,
and his intentions behind each piece, all of which will be discussed along with other pieces held at the
museum. In the collection are “Yellow” (1956), a piece that demonstrates Murai's typical style, and two
that are a more unusual style of his, from the time of black paintings, “Railway No2” (1961) and “A Figure
in Black Line” (1962) .

Chapters 1 to 3 look will look back on the very beginning of Murai’s artwork, from his childhood to the
time in which he studied abroad in France. It will also explore the influence that Western art had at the
time, with particular focus on Mondrian’s work, and referring to Murai's pure abstraction as examples, will

look at relationship with Saburo Hasegawa and Murai's admiration to Mondrian’s spirit.

Chapter 4 will look at Murai's work “Yellow” (1956) and discuss the postwar period when he started
incorporating the human body. By referring to the artists’ own analysis on the works, I will explore the
change in style during this time period. This section will also get inspiration from Walter Benjamin's 1917

essay on the relationship between color and form, and the use of black.

Chapter 5 will focus on the two artworks “Railway No2” (1961) and “A Figure in Black Line” (1962),
continuously with the viewpoint of Walter Benjamin, and explain the structures, the brushworks and the
texture. I conclude with a look at how Murai maintained consistency in his style of art even through trial

and error.
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The Development of Bamboo Crafts in Oita Since the Latter Half
of the Meiji Period (2)

Focusing on Shono Shounsai

Naoko Tomonaga

“The Development of Bamboo Crafts in Oita Since the Latter Half of the Meiji Period (1) The
Formation and Development of Beppu Bamboo Works” in Oita Prefectural Art Hall Bulletin Volume 4
(published 2010 by the Oita Prefectural Art Hall) investigates the development of Beppu bamboo works
from the latter half of the Meiji Period to the first half of the Showa Period (1900 —1940) .

This manuscript will investigate the development of the field of artistic bamboo handicrafts in Oita
since the latter half of the Showa Period (after 1940) by primarily examining the imprint, achievements,
and influence of Shono Shounsai (1904 —1974), who was the first person to be certified as a Preserver of

Important Intangible Cultural Properties for bamboo work in 1967.

Shono Shounsai was born in Beppu City and later entered into an apprenticeship in Beppu in 1923
with a skilled artisan where he mastered the traditional bamboo works of Beppu from after the latter half
of the Meiji Period. After the year 1940, he displayed his art at the Bunten and Nitten art exhibitions as
well as exhibitions for traditional Japanese crafts, pioneered a new world of high quality bamboo crafts,
and became an indicator of modern bamboo crafting. Meanwhile, in the period of time immediately
following the war, Shono also pioneered the production of handicrafts with simple designs intended for use
in new living spaces. Handicraft production began to flourish within Oita Prefecture after the 1960s, and
submissions to nationwide fine arts exhibitions that allowed for public submissions thrived after the 1970s,

after Shono’s death.

By the Taisho Period (1912 -1926), the bamboo crafting technique of Beppu bamboo works had
already attained a high standard, and the technique was being handed down through traditional
apprenticeships and the public education system. However, with the decline of apprenticeships, passing
along diverse and high quality techniques became difficult, and production that freely used a variety
of techniques and was possible during Shono’s generation gradually became impossible. The effects of
this change in technical skill have yet to be verified, but recently there has been a trend of increasing
production of handicrafts and personal accessories while national fine art exhibitions that allow submissions

from the public have seen a decline of submissions.
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The significance of the Rikucho-kai

in Fukuda Heihachiro’'s artwork

Shinsaku Munakata

Fukuda Heihachiro (1892 —1974) was a Japanese-style painter born in Oita, who was an active part of
the Kyoto art scene. Fukuda was an innovative painter that followed traditional Japanese-style painting
and drawing techniques, subjects and style, whilst also incorporating modernity through his emphasis of

color.

With the goal of studying the art of Japanese-style painting, Fukuda left Oita at the age of 18. In 1910
(Meiji 43), he moved up to Kyoto with the intention of taking the entrance exam for the Kyoto Prefectural
School of Art and Crafts. However, once realizing that the date for this exam had already passed, Fukuda
enrolled in the preparatory course at the Kyoto City Specialist School of Painting that had newly opened
in 1909 (Meiji 42) . The following year, Fukuda entered into the Kyoto Prefectural School of Art and Crafts,
and after graduating in 1915 (Taisho 4) , was able to fully commit as a student at the Kyoto City Specialist
School of Painting, which he went on to graduate from in 1918 (Taisho 7).

As clear from his career history, Fukuda did not follow the traditional pattern of being trained by a
specific teacher, but instead enrolled in a Painting College, was taught under several teachers and learnt
amongst many other classmates. He was one of the first painters of his generation to be a part of such a

group and to grow up in the modern painting educational system.

Fukuda's simple and abstract take on Japanese-style painting resulted in his modern and innovative
style of painting, where his Realist style of art was depicted through expression of color and unique form,
which even spread to Western paintings. Fukuda’s flexible style of not sticking to tradition is thought to
be largely due to his learning environment, in which he was able to grow relatively freely, whilst being
exposed to a variety of senses of values. Not being tied down to a regimented teaching and schooling

program, Fukuda was able to naturally express what he wanted to draw in a very genuine manner.
There was a big shift in Fukuda’s style of work in the early Showa era, and particularly in 1930 (Showa 5).

This report looks at what significance the bipartisan group Rikucho-kai, of which Fukuda established as

one of its members, had on his art.
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Materials Related to Tanomura Chikuden

in the Tatsuichi Kataoka Collection (2)

Michio Koga

The “Tatsuichi Kataoka Collection” is part of the collection built over a lifetime by Tatsuichi Kataoka
(1909 -1938), a businessman active in Ube City, Yamaguchi Prefecture. All 138 pieces in the collection
were gathered in the Oita Prefectural Art Museum in the 2015 fiscal year and are now on display. One
merit of this collection is that it not only displays paintings composed by Tanomura Chikuden, which
include Important Cultural Properties, but is also replete with the related materials that form the basis of

research surrounding Chikuden.

In “Materials Related to Tanomura Chikuden in the Tatsuichi Kataoka Collection (D" written in
the Oita Prefectural Art Museum Research Bulletin Volume I, five materials from the collection were
introduced. In a continuation of that work, materials from the collection will be selected and expounded
upon. On this occasion, “The Seal Tanomura Chikuden Used,” which Mr. Kataoka reportedly valued in

particular during his lifetime, will be featured.
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