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Ujiyama Teppel : Yamato-gokoro

Hisashi Utsunomiya

Teppei Ujiyama (1910—-1986) created his own unique abstract paintings by combining simple shapes
of circles, triangles and squares with vivid colors, and left a major footprint in modern Japanese art.
His paintings with brightly colored circles, triangles, squares drawn on a square color surface is like a
child’s toy box or a kaleidoscope tube. In addition, there are things that have a fun impression and colors
and shapes that are dynamic and feel like playing sounds. However, what Teppei Ujiyama continued to
pursue through his paintings was “Yamato-gokoro”, which was also the title of his last painting series, the
Japanese spirit, the way people lived.

In this essay, I will clarify the “Yamato-gokoro” pursued by Ujiyama, mainly by watching the works of

his “Painting Series”.



The Color Expression of Fukuda Heihachiro

— Focusing on the works in the decade after 1935

Shinsaku Munakata

Fukuda's art is characterised by his color expression. The clear and vivid color expression combined
with the simplified form of motif makes the fresh and novel impression of Fukuda’s art. This feature
became remarkable after painting “Sazanami(Ripple)” in 1932. “Sazanami” was an important turning point
in his career. His participation “Rikuchokai”, group of painter and theorist, and changes of his painting
philosophy served as the background of “Sazanami”. This was discussed in my essay published in OPAM
Research Bulletin No.2.

“Sazanami” became a breakthrough for Fukuda then, he created new works one after another instead
of sticking to the tradition of Japanese painting. In particular, he used many vivid colors as if he gave up
sober colors seen in the works of the late Taisho (1912—26) period. This color scheme was established
as a strong feature of Fukuda's paintings. In this paper, I will discuss the development of Fukuda’s color
expression pursued especially in the decade after 1935, in post-“Sazanami” period, examining typical
motifs he repeatedly drew such as irises, bamboo, persimmons, birds (duck, pheasant, chick bird, pigeon,
mandarin duck), and fish (ayuy, koi) that Fukuda repeatedly drew.

Fukuda was associated as a “colorist” mostly because of his painting full of primary colors in the
decade after 1955. It is predicted that the foundation of this colorful and constructive style was formed in
the decade after 1935. His study of color in this period and his attempt to adopt color plane for composition

are recognized as important approach which set direction to his late work.
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Works, document collection of Joichi Yamamoto

Takayo Tkeda

Joichi Yamamoto (1910—1995) was born in Kobe-city, Hyogo in 1910, moved to Nakatsu-city, Oita
in 1924. He received instruction of art, woodblock artist, Yoshihei Takeda in high school days. After
the graduation from high school in 1930, He moved to Tokyo and learned art and sculpture in Nihon
University art department. His work was accepted for the Kokugakai Exhibition in 1935. After World
War II, he developed the sculpture of birds as his subject matter. He became an important sculptor of
Association of Shinseisaku and exhibited works at the major exhibitions such as an International art
exhibition in Japan, Modern Japan art exhibition. In addition, he showed abilities in monuments and large-

scale relieves in building. He had been widely known as “the sculptor of the bird” in Japan.

As he had been recognized as one of the sculptors who represented Oita, Oita Prefectural Art Center
introduced his works in permanent collection exhibition since 1977. Major works and various documents
about Joichi Yamamoto were donated by the bereaved to Oita Prefectural Art Center in total from 2006
through 2012. Such works and documents were succeeded to the Oita Prefectural Art Museum and
the museum now houses 42 sculptures, 9 ceramics, 235 rough sketches, 4 relief documents. However,
Yamamoto’s creative activity for over 60 years is often introduced from his iconic style “bird”, the details

of the sculptures at the past exhibitions and his creative activities are not well surveyed.
As 2020 marks 110 years since Yamamoto's birth, this paper aims to introduce Yamamoto's creative

activity, which had been insufficiently investigated up to now. I intend to organize the contents by his

exhibition works and literature materials and hope serves as a basis for the study of Joichi Yamamoto.
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